Certificates and Documents
CFI lesson

References: 14 CFR parts 61, 91; FAA-H-8083-3, FAA-H-8083-25, POH/AFM, PPL PTS, CPL PTS
Objectives: The applicant should develop knowledge of the elements related to certificates and documents for a Recreational, Private and Commercial pilot. 

Elements/Schedule:

1. Recreational pilot training requirements



(10 min)
2. Private pilot training requirements



(10 min)

3. Commercial pilot training requirements



(10 min)

4. Privileges and Limitations





(10 min)
5. Medical Certificate classes and durations


(10 min)
6. Recent flight experience requirements



(10 min)
7. Required Logbook Entries





(10 min)









Total
(1.5 hours)

Equipment:     above reference materials, sample logbook, aircraft, sample student certificate, PPL PTS, CPL PTS.
Instructors Actions:

1. Discuss lesson objectives

2. Present Lecture

Completion Standards:

The applicant knows what is required in obtaining a RPL, PPL, and a CPL. The applicant also understands the requirements in logging time as well as obtaining a required medical if needed.
Certificates and Documents
RPL Ground lesson

References: 14 CFR parts 61, 91; FAA-H-8083-3, FAA-H-8083-25, POH/AFM 

Objectives: The student should develop knowledge of the elements related to certificates and documents for a Recreational pilot. Student knowledge will be gained by the material being presented correctly by the instructor.

Elements/Schedule:

1. Recreational pilot training requirements



(10 min)

2. Privileges and Limitations





(10 min)

3. Classroom break






(10 min)
4. Medical Certificate classes and durations


(10 min)

5. Recent flight experience requirements



(10 min)
6. Required Logbook Entries





(10 min)










Total
(1.0 hours)

Equipment:     Classroom, chairs, above reference materials, sample logbook, aircraft, sample student certificate, RPL PTS
Instructors Actions:

1. Discuss lesson objectives

2. Present Lecture

3. Ask and Answer Questions

4. Assign homework
Students Actions:

1. Participate in discussion

2. Take notes

3. Ask and respond to questions
Completion Standards:

The student knows what is required in obtaining a RPL. The student also understands the requirements in logging time as well as obtaining a required medical if needed.
Certificates and Documents
PPL Ground Lesson

References: 14 CFR parts 61, 91; FAA-H-8083-3, FAA-H-8083-25, POH/AFM, PPL PTS

Objectives: The student should develop knowledge of the elements related to certificates and documents for a Private pilot. Student knowledge will be gained by the material being presented correctly by the instructor.

Elements/Schedule:

1. Private pilot training requirements



(10 min)

2. Privileges and Limitations





(10 min)

3. Medical Certificate classes and durations


(10 min)

4. Recent flight experience requirements



(10 min)

5. Classroom break






(10 min)
6. Required Logbook Entries





(10 min)

7. Airworthiness/Registration Certificates



(10 min)

8. Operating limitations/POH




(10 min)

9. Weight/Balance data and equipment list



(10 min)










Total
(1.5 hours)

Equipment:     Classroom, chairs, above reference materials, sample logbook, aircraft, sample student certificate, PPL PTS, POH
Instructors Actions:

1. Discuss lesson objectives

2. Present Lecture

3. Ask and Answer Questions

4. Assign homework
Students Actions:

1. Participate in discussion

2. Take notes

3. Ask and respond to questions
Completion Standards:

The student knows what is required in obtaining a PPL. The student also understands the requirements in logging time as well as obtaining a required medical if needed.
Certificates and Documents
CPL Ground Lesson

References: 14 CFR parts 61, 91; FAA-H-8083-3, FAA-H-8083-25, POH/AFM, CPL PTS

Objectives: The student should develop knowledge of the elements related to certificates and documents for a Commercial pilot. Student knowledge will be gained by the material being presented correctly by the instructor.

Elements/Schedule:

1. Commercial pilot training requirements



(10 min)

2. Privileges and Limitations





(10 min)

3. Medical Certificate classes and durations


(10 min)

4. Recent flight experience requirements



(10 min)

5. Classroom break






(10 min)
6. Required Logbook Entries





(10 min)

7. Airworthiness/Registration Certificates



(10 min)

8. Operating limitations/POH




(10 min)

9. Weight/Balance data and equipment list



(10 min)










Total
(1.5 hours)

Equipment:     Classroom, chairs, above reference materials, sample logbook, aircraft, sample student certificate, CPL PTS, POH

Instructors Actions:

1. Discuss lesson objectives

2. Present Lecture

3. Ask and Answer Questions

4. Assign homework
Students Actions:

1. Participate in discussion

2. Take notes

3. Ask and respond to questions
Completion Standards:

The student knows what is required in obtaining a CPL. The student also understands the requirements in logging time as well as obtaining a required medical if needed.
Recreational pilot: CFR 61.96
The recreational pilot certificate requires less training and offers fewer privileges than the private pilot certificate. It was originally created for flying small single-engine planes but has since been largely replaced by the Sport Pilot certificate. According to AOPA, in 2009 about only 0.04% of certificated pilots in the US hold a recreational license. 

Eligibility requirements: CFR 61.96
· Be at least 17 years old

· Be able to read, speak, write and understand the English language

· Pass a required knowledge test

· Pass a required oral and practical flight test administered by a FAA designated examiner

· Hold either a student or sport pilot certificate. 
· Meet the following experience requirements: 

· 30 hours of flight time (15 hours of flight training, 3 hours of solo time, 2 hours of cross country > 25NM) 
Limitations and restrictions: CFR 61.101
· May not carry more than one passenger

· May not fly to an airport further than 50 nm from the departure point without an instructor endorsement to the specific airport.

· May not fly in Class B, C, and D airspace or to any controlled airport without an instructor endorsement to the specific airport.

· May not fly an aircraft that has more than four seats, more than one engine, more than 180HP, retractable landing gear or between sunset and sunrise.

· If pilot has logged less than 400 hours and has not acted as pilot in command within six months, a flight review is required.

· May not fly above 10,000 ft MSL or 2,000 ft AGL (whichever is higher)[14]
Private pilot: CFR 61.103
The private pilot certificate is the certificate held by the majority of active pilots. It allows command of any aircraft (subject to appropriate ratings) for any non-commercial purpose, and gives almost unlimited authority to fly under visual flight rules (VFR). Passengers may be carried and flight in furtherance of a business is permitted; however, a private pilot may not be compensated in any way for services as a pilot, although passengers can pay a pro rata share of flight expenses, such as fuel or rental costs. Private pilots may also operate charity flights, subject to certain restrictions, and may participate in similar activities, such as Angel Flight, Civil Air Patrol and many others.

Eligibility requirements: CFR 61.103 
· Be at least 17 years old (16 years old for glider or balloon rating)

· Be able to read, speak, write and understand the English language

· Obtain at least a third class medical certificate from an Aviation Medical Examiner (except for glider or balloon)

· Pass a computerized aeronautical knowledge test

· Accumulate and log a specified amount of training and experience, including the following: 

· If training under Part 61, Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section 61.109, requires at least 40 hours of flight time, including 20 hours of flight with an instructor and 10 hours of solo flight (i.e., by yourself), and other requirements including cross-country flight, which include
· Solo requirements:
1. 5 hours of solo cross-country time

2. One solo cross-country flight of at least 150 nm total distance, with full-stop landings at a minimum of three points and with one segment of the flight consisting of a straight-line distance of at least 50 nm  between the takeoff and landing locations

3. Three solo takeoffs and landings to a full stop at an airport with an operating control tower.

· Night requirements: 

1. 3 hours of night flight training

2. One cross-country flight of over 100 nautical miles total distance

3. 10 takeoffs and 10 landings to a full stop (with each landing involving a flight in the traffic pattern) at an airport

· 3 hours of flight training on the control and maneuvering solely by reference to instruments

· 3 hours of flight training for cross country flights

· 3 hours of flight training with an authorized instructor in preparation for the practical test, which must have been performed within the preceding 2 calendar months from the month of the test

· If training under Part 141, at least 35 hours of piloting time including 20 hours with an instructor and 5 hours of solo flight, and other requirements including cross-country and night flights

· Pass an oral test and flight test administered by an FAA inspector, FAA-designated examiner, or authorized check instructor

Commercial pilot: CFR 61.123
A commercial pilot may be compensated for flying. Training for this certificate creates a better pilot. The commercial certificate itself does not allow a pilot to fly in instrument meteorological conditions. For aircraft categories where an instrument rating is available, commercial pilots without an instrument rating are restricted to daytime flight within 50 nautical miles when flying for hire. 
A commercial airplane pilot must be able to operate a complex airplane, as a specific number of hours of complex (or turbine-powered) aircraft time are among the prerequisites, and at least a portion of the practical examination is performed in a complex aircraft.

Eligibility requirements:

· Be at least 18 years of age

· Hold a private pilot certificate

· Be able to read, speak, write, and understand the English language

· Accumulate and log a specified amount of training and experience; the following are part of the airplane single-engine land class rating requirements: 

· If training under Part 61, at least 250 hours of piloting time including 20 hours of training with an instructor and 10 hours of solo flight, and other requirements including several "cross-country" flights, i.e. more than 50 nautical miles from the departure airport (which include Day VFR and Night VFR 100 nm (190 km) between points, with a time of at least 2hrs; also one cross country which is done solo 250 nm (460 km) one way, 300 nm (560 km) total distance with landings at 3 airports) and both solo and instructor-accompanied night flights

· If training under Part 141, at least 190 hours of training time including 55 hours with an instructor and 10 hours of solo flight, and other requirements including several cross-country, solo, and night flights

· Pass a 100-question aeronautical knowledge test

· Pass an oral test and flight test administered by an FAA inspector, FAA-designated examiner, or authorized check instructor

By itself, this certificate does not permit the pilot to set up an operation that carries members of the public for hire; such operations are governed by other regulations. Otherwise, a commercial pilot can be paid for certain types of operation, such as banner towing, agricultural applications, and photography, and can be paid for instructing if he holds a flight instructor certificate (In the case of lighter-than-air, only a commercial pilot certificate is required to teach for that category). To fly for hire, the pilot must hold a second class medical certificate, which is valid for 12 months.

Often, the commercial certificate will reduce the pilot’s insurance premiums, as it is evidence of training to a higher safety standard.

Medical certification and requirements: CFR 61.23







FAA Medical Certificate

All certified pilots, with the exception of those with a sport pilot certificate (or when in command of balloons or gliders, including power assisted gliders), are required to maintain a medical certification commensurate with the privileges they intend to exercise as pilot-in-command of an aircraft.

For sport pilot certificate applicants or holders, regulations state that a medical is required if the applicant/pilot does not hold a valid United States drivers license.

To obtain a medical certification, pilots are required to undergo a medical examination from an Aviation Medical Examiner, or AME. The Aviation Medical Examiner performs an examination based upon the class of certification desired.

Medical certifications are divided into three classes:

Third class
Third class certifications require the least involved examinations of all medical certifications. They are required for those intending to be pilot-in-command of an aircraft under the Private or Recreational pilot certificates or while exercising solo privileges as a student pilot. To qualify for a third class medical certificate, pilots must meet the following requirements:

· Distant vision: 20/40 or better in each eye separately, with or without correction

· Near vision: 20/40 or better in each eye separately, with or without correction, as measured at a distance of 16 inches 

· Color vision: Demonstrate the ability to perceive the colors necessary for the safe performance of airman duties

· Hearing: Demonstrate the ability to hear an average conversational voice in a quiet room, using both ears, at a distance of six feet, with their back turned to the examiner, or pass an approved audiometric test

· Ear, Nose, and Throat: Exhibit no ear disease or condition manifested by, or that may reasonably be expected to be manifested by, vertigo or a disturbance of speech or equilibrium

· Blood Pressure: Under 155/95

· Mental Status: No diagnosis of psychosis, bipolar disorder, or severe personality disorders
· Substance Dependence: No dependence on alcohol or any pharmacological substance in the previous two years

For pilots under 40 years of age, third class medical certificates expire on the last day of the month they were issued, five years from the date of issue. The FAA changed this rule from three to five years on July 24, 2008. Pilots over 40 years of age, they expire on the last day of the month they were issued, two years from the date of issue.

Second class
A second class medical is required for those intending to exercise the privileges of the commercial pilot certificate. It is possible to obtain a commercial pilot certificate while holding a third class medical, but the licensee cannot exercise privileges beyond that of a private pilot.

To qualify for a second class medical certificate, pilots must meet the requirements for the third class certificate plus:

· Distant vision: 20/20 or better in each eye separately, with or without correction

· Intermediate vision: 20/40 or better in each eye separately, with or without correction, at age 50 and over, as measured at 32 inches

Second class certificates are valid until the last day of the month, twelve months after they were issued. The certificate holder may then only exercise the privileges of a third class medical certificate.

First class
First class certificates are required for those intending to be pilot-in-command in an air carrier operation requiring an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) certificate. Other operations, including those under Part 91, may require a first class medical for insurance purposes, although it is not a federal requirement in such cases.

To qualify for the first class medical certificate, pilots must meet the requirements for the third and second class certificates plus:

· Heart Function: Electrocardiogram must show normal heart function once at age 35 and annually for those age 40 and over

For pilots under 40 years of age, first class medical certificates expire on the last day of the month they were issued, one year from the date of issue. The FAA introduced this rule on July 24, 2008. For all others, they are valid until the last day of the month, six months after they were issued. The certificate holder may then only exercise the privileges of a second class medical certificate until the last day of the month, twelve months after the certificate was issued, thereafter the privileges of a third class medical until the last day of the month, twenty four months after the medical was issued.
Special issuance: CFR 67.401
Pilots who do not meet the above requirements may be issued a medical certificate under a "special issuance." A special issuance is essentially a waiver for a disqualifying condition and is evaluated case-by-case depending on the class of certificate requested. Minor problems can be overcome by a special issuance from an Aviation Medical Examiner, while others require a special issuance from the FAA directly.

[image: image2.emf]
STEPS ON HOW AND WHY TO TEACH CERTIFICATES AND DOCUMENTS
1. SHOW PRIVATE OR COMMERCIAL STUDENT THE PTS BOOKLET
2. HAVE STUDENT READ OUT LOUD WHAT THE STANDARDS ARE FOR THAT LEVEL
3. TELL STUDENT THAT THESE STANDARDS ARE SET BY THE FAA

4. SHOW STUDENT [PHAK FAA-H-8083-25A] CHAP 1 PAGE 14

5. SHOW STUDENT THE CFR BOOK

6. LOOK AT CODE LIST ON OUTLINE

7. OPEN TO CODES THAT PERTAIN TO EACH STUDENT LEVEL (RPL, PPL, CPL)
8. TELL STUDENT THAT SINCE THIS IS NOT WRITTEN IN PLAIN ENGLISH, I HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY TO CREATE A SIMPLE OUTLINE TO BE COPIED FOR THE STUDENT.
9. TELL STUDENT THAT FOR EACH PILOT CERTIFICATE THERE ARE REQUIREMENTS THAT MUST BE MET IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THAT CERTIFICATE.

10. TELL STUDENT THAT THROUGH THE USE OF A SYLLABUS, A QUALIFIED FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR, AND SUBSTAINIAL FUNDS HE/SHE WILL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN THE DESIRED CERTIFICATE

11. TELL STUDENT THAT EACH CERTIFICATE ALSO COMES WITH CERTAIN PRIVILEGES AND LIMTS.
12. SHOW STUDENT ON HANDOUT THE PRIVILEGES AND LIMTS FOR EACH CERTIFICATE

13. ASK STUDENT IF THEY HAVE ANY QUESTIONS

14. SHOW STUDENT THE MEDICAL CERTIFCATE CLASSES ON STUDENT HANDOUT

15. ASK STUDENT WHAT HIS/HER GOAL IS IN AVIATION, IF HE/SHE WANTS TO BE AN ATP THEN ITS BEST TO OBTAIN A FIRST CLASS MEDICAL

16. REVIEW WITH STUDENT THE 3 CLASSES OF MEDICALS

17. ASK STUDENT IF THEY HAVE ANY QUESTIONS

18. SHOW STUDENT MY LOGBOOK, OPEN CFR 61.51, TELL STUDENT THAT EACH LESSON/FLIGHT WILL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING

a. GENERAL – DATE/TOTAL FLIGHT TIME/DEP AND ARRIV LOCATION

b. PILOT EXPERIENCE – SOLO/PIC/SIC/FLIGHT & GRND TRAINING FROM INSTRUCTOR/FLIGHT SIM TRAINING

c. CONDITIONS OF FLIGHT –DAY/NIGHT/ACT OR SIM INSTR FLIGHT

19. TELL STUDENT IN ORDER FOR THE FLIGHT TO BE LEGALLY FLIGHT WORTHY HE/SHE NEEDS TO COMPLY WITH CFR 91.203
20. TELL STUDENT ABOUT AIRCRAFT PLACARDS CFR 91.9
21. TELL STUDENT ABOUT INSTRUMENT/EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS VFR DAY AND VFR NIGHT CFR 91.205

22. SHOW STUDENT CESSNA WEIGHT AND BALANCE SHEET FOR AIRPLANE TO BE USED DURING FLIGHT TRAINING.
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